PETER   WENTWORTH

his younger brother.   He was forty-seven, and henceforth
for twenty-two years he was to bear the brunt of the battle.

m
Peter Wentworth first attracted attention to himself on
April 20, 1571, by a biting attack on Sir Humphrey Gilbert.
A few days earlier Gilbert had attempted to defend the royal
prerogative in the House. What was worse, he had made
use of his intimacy with the Queen to misinform her of the
Commons* proceedings. Wentworth deprecated his " dis-
position to flatter and fawn upon the Prince," and suggested
that, like " the chameleon which can change himself into all
colours save white, even so this reporter can change himself
into all fashions but honesty." He called him a liar to his
face, quoted the words of David: "Thou, O Lord, shalt
destroy liars/5 and embellished his remarks on liars in
general by additional references to Holy Writ. In his
peroration he " requested care for the credit of the House
and for the maintenance of free speech, to preserve the
liberties of the House and to reprove liars.9* Three times
Sir Humphrey tried to speak in self-defence, and three times
" had the denial of the House." The Commons were with
Wentworth.
Having clarified the constitutional issue, he turned to the
religious. This time his opponent was the Archbishop of
Canterbury. Wentworth, who was a member of a com-
mittee on a bill examining the Thirty-Nine Articles, was
appointed with five others to interview the Primate on the
matter. Inevitably he was the spokesman of the group.
When the Archbishop enquired why they had omitted from
their draft " the article of the homilies, and that for the
consecration of the bishops and some others/' Wentworth
informed him: " Because we were so occupied in other
matters that we had no time to examine them how they
agreed with the Word of God,"
The Archbishop, taken aback, replied: cc Surely you
mistake the matter. You will refer yourself wholly to us
therein."
At that Wentworth exploded: " Know, by the faith I bear
to God, we will pass nothing before we understand what it is.
For that were to make you popes. Make you popes who
list, but we will make you none."
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